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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . In the Remarks submitted 8/24/05, Applicants cancelled claims 1 -31 , added 
claims 32-59, and submitted arguments for allowability of pending claims. 

Examiner's Amendment 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with David Pressman on 2/1/06. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

3. Claim 39 is amended to read as follows: 

A system for distributing or providing access to recorded sound information to at least 
one user, comprising: 

a. a computer system for storing, managing, and distributing said sound information, 
said computer system comprising: 
1) means for storing a recorded stream of sound, 
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2) means for storing at least one recorded marker of sound, comprising a 

predetermined sound inserted into said recorded stream of sound, said 
predetermined sound being distinguishable from other sound in said 
recorded stream of sound, 

3) means for storing a separately created and recorded sound annotation, 
said marker of sound providing a user-operable connection or link to said sound 

annotation so that when said marker of sound is reached during playback 
of said stream of sound, a user can elect to hear said recorded sound 
annotation, 

b. a device for creating, selecting, and playing back said sound information and, 

c. a communication facility for interconnecting said device and said computer system, 

d. means for associating said annotation of sound with said marker or glyph so that 

when said stream of sound is played and said marker or glyph is reached, said 
sound annotation can be selectively played, 
whereby a user can elect to listen to only relevant or desired recorded sound 

annotations, thereby increasing the likelihood that a user will listen to the 
recorded stream of sound and relevant or desired sound annotations, thereby 
improving communication and collaboration. 

4. Claim 53 is amended to read as follows; 



A system for augmenting sound information, comprising: 
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a. a sound stream recorder for recording a stream of sound, 

b. a glyph inserter for inserting at least one marker of sound or glyph of sound into said 

stream of sound, said marker or glyph having a sound frequency, 

c. a sound annotation recorder for recording at least one sound annotation, and, 

d. a circuit for associating said annotation of sound with said marker or glyph so that 

when said stream of sound is played and said glyph is reached, said annotation 
of sound can be selectively played, 

e. means for storing a plurality of user-defined operational parameters in said system 

and tailoring operation of said system according to said user-defined 
operational parameters, 
whereby a user can elect to listen to only relevant or desired recorded sound 

annotations, thereby increasing the likelihood that a user will listen to the 
recorded stream of sound and relevant or desired sound annotations, thereby 
improving communication and collaboration. 

5. Claim 59 is cancelled. 

Allowable Subject Matter 



6. 



The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
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7. Regarding claims 32, 39, 47 and 53, Daberko et al. disclose a method of and 
system for augmenting sound information, comprising: 

providing a recorded stream of sound (previously recorded voice message, CoL 
2, Line 46); 

means for recording a stream of sound {recording device, Col. 4, Lines 40-41 ; 
Fig. 1) and 

providing a sound annotation (inserting a new message, Col. 2, Lines 44-49). 

However, Daberko etal. do not disclose nor fairly suggest providing a marker of 
sound, comprising inserting a predetermined sound into said recorded stream of sound; 

said marker of sound providing a connection or link to said annotation, whereby 
said marker of sound and sound annotation provide enhanced communication 
collaboration among a plurality of users and selectively plays back said sound 
annotation when said marker of sound is reached; nor 

means for tailoring said system execution through a plurality of user-defined 
operational parameters which are stored in said system. 

Therefore claims 32, 39, 47 and 53, and their depending claims, 33-38, 40-46, 
54-58, respectively, are allowed. 

8. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Rindfuss (US Patent 4,841,387), Bernstein etal. (US Patent 5,297,249), Wilcox 
etal. (US Patent 5,970,455), Qua etal. (US Patent 6,222,909), Rivette et al. (US Patent 
6,389,434), and Wilcox etal. (US Patent 6,404,856). 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Minerva Rivero whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7626. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:00 am - 6:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wayne Young can be reached on (571 ) 272-7582. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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